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Note of the Meeting of the Cross-Party Group for North 
Wales held on the 13th July 2018: Enhancing the Private 
Sector Contribution to Growth in North Wales 

Present 
Llyr Gruffydd AM (in the Chair), Mark Isherwood AM, representatives of Llyr Gruffydd AM 
and Ann Jones AM and Stephen Jones (WLGA) 
Councillors Mark Pritchard (Wrexham), Gareth Jones (Conwy) and Julian Thompson Hill 
(Denbighshire) 
 
Speakers: 

 Ashley Rogers (North Wales Mersey Dee Business Council),  
 David Jones OBE (CBI/DEZ) 
 Professor Sian Hope (Snowdonia and Anglesey EZs 

Welcome and Introduction 
 
Llyr Gruffydd AM opened the meeting and commented that he hoped today’s meeting 
would help the Cross Party Group gather momentum. 
 

1. Presentation from Ashley Rogers, Chair of the North Wales and 
Mersey Dee Business Council 

 
The Business Council membership is made up of bodies representative of business. 
Members include the CBI, FSB, IoD, the EEF, Chambers of Commerce and County Business 
Forums. There are also individual members who reflect the sectoral strengths of the region.  
 
The Business Council has a regional focus. It does not try to do what the national bodies do. 
It is designed to be a representative body that can work regionally with public policy 
makers. 
 
The Business Council has worked closely with the Ambition Board and sought to develop 
links with the Welsh Government and its services to business as they affect the region. 
 
The North Wales Growth Deal and Growth Track 360 are particular projects where the 
Business Council has helped develop and promote the propositions of the Ambition Board 
and the North Wales and Mersey Dee Rail Task Force.  They remain the priority projects of 
the Business Council. 
 
Current priorities also include: - 
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 Developing a Regional Business Monitor which will present data on the North Wales 
Mersey Dee economy (on a cross border basis) 

 
 A Tourism Infrastructure Review which will present recommendations on how to 

improve tourism infrastructure to local authorities in North Wales for action. 
 

 Campaigning for reduced tolls for local businesses on the new Mersey Gateway 
Bridge 

 
Prospects for Future Growth 
 
The pace of change in the business environment is speeding up and the internet is changing 
the way we do business. Future growth is likely to come from: - 

 Platform Businesses (like e-bay, amazon market place) 
 Adopting and adapting to disruptive technologies e.g. 3D printing 
 Industry 4 - Digitisation –based on better use of data, automation (AI and Robotics) 

and connectivity 
 Servitisation where products are linked to service contracts to maintain them 

 
The North Wales Growth Bid will seek to enhance the region’s economic growth by: - 

 Building on strengths in Energy, Advanced Manufacturing and Tourism 
 Ensuring a supply of sites and premises for development 
 Enabling Supply Chain opportunities 
 Investment in key Research and Development Facilities at Bangor and Wrexham 

Glyndwr Universities. These will sit alongside the WG supported AMRI in Deeside 
 
The policy framework for Welsh Business is important. Businesses seek to reduce 
complexity in regulation and avoid variation in regulation, taxation and policy frameworks 
where possible between England, Wales and Scotland. 
 
Businesses wold like a simple one stop shop system covering all their needs for support and 
assistance from the public sector. 
 
Certainty for planning is helpful to ensure inward and other investment projects are 
delivered and selected over other countries (in Europe etc.). Inward investment is a 
competitive environment. 
 
There are opportunities for growth from decarbonisation and sustainability. Businesses 
need to be incentivised to change. 
 
Sharing the risk inherent in change could also help e.g. the public sector funding some open-
source work on the proposed Colwyn Bay Tidal Lagoon. There are a number of key assets 
like Manchester Airport that are publicly owned and invested in and then go on to be of 
great value to the private sector. 
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2. Presentation from David Jones OBE, Chair of Deeside Enterprise 
Zone, Chief Executive of Coleg Cambria and Chair of the North 
Wales CBI Branch 

 
As CEO of Coleg Cambria David spends a lot of time talking to businesses. The College serves 
business by getting people into jobs with businesses. 
 
The biggest challenge facing the region is Brexit where EU membership is key to prosperity 
in Agriculture and Manufacturing. 
 
As Chair of the North Wales CBI David sits on the Wales CBI National Council. Big companies 
matter as they provide much of the employment in the region, either directly or through the 
supply chain. Big companies tend to have strong balance sheets and are the most likely to 
invest. 
 
The DEZ is continuing for the time being. It is building on 5 years of operation. Its key 
projects are: - 
 

 The Northern Gateway. WG have invested in flood prevention and roads to service 
the site which is owned by two developers. 

 
 AMRI. There will be two sites for the AMRI, one largely to support Airbus, the other 

will be on Deeside (at the old RAF Seland/DECA site). The AMRI is intended to help 
keep Airbus in the UK. 

 
It is planned to create an EZ for a North East Wales Manufacturing Hub covering Flintshire 
and Wrexham 
 

3. Presentation from Professor Sian Hope (Bangor University), Vice 
Chair Snowdonia Enterprise Zone and Board Member Anglesey 
Enterprise Zone. 

 
Sian is a member of both Snowdonia and Anglesey EZs and presented on the work of both 
Enterprise Zones. 
 
The principal concern in North West Wales is the quality of jobs. The sub-region has been 
subject to boom and bust e.g. the construction of Wylfa and Trawsfynydd, 1959 – 1964, was 
a boom followed by a bust. 
 
Tourism is associated with low paid, seasonal jobs and agriculture has declined in recent 
years. 
 
There has been an audit of science, technology and innovation assets undertaken by 
Innovate UK. This gives an indication of strong energy assets in North Wales and wider 
North West of England region. The combined geography needs to work together and build 
on its energy assets and strengths. 
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The key projects of the Snowdonia EZ are: - 
 Trawsfynydd – SMR 
 Hydroelectric power 
 Llanbedr Airfield 

 
The aim at Trawsfynydd is to retain skilled jobs already on site decommissioning the old 
power station to enable a transition to an SMR. The strengths of Trawsfynnydd are: - 

 Skilled workers on-site 
 Grid infrastructure 
 Support for SMRs from all levels of government 

 
WG will hold planning permission for schemes up to 350MW. The WG will need policies to 
cover the decision-making process (for planning). 
 
UKG has said it will no longer fund big, expensive nuclear schemes after Hinckley. It is 
looking for strike prices 55p – 60p per MWH, not the 90p agreed for Hinckley. This will affect 
Wylfa and tidal energy. 
 
A Small Modular Reactor (SMR) will be located in Trawsfynydd. SMRs are pre-fabricated in a 
factory “off-site” with less construction impact than large developments like Wylfa. They are 
planned to generate up to 300MW of electricity. 
 
There are multiple vendors competing for the SMR reference site at Trawsfynydd: - 

 Rolls Royce 
 GE Hitachi 
 NuScale 

 
The Trawsfynydd development can be assisted by studies to de-risk the site covering: - 

 Road Access 
 Water and environment 
 Skills 

 
Llanbedr’s strengths are: - 

 A comparatively long runway 
 Unrestricted airspace up to high altitudes 
 Linkage to the Deeside aerospace cluster 

It’s complex ownership structure is challenge in securing development. 
 
The projects of the Anglesey EZ are: - 

 Managing some of the risks arising from Wylfa Newydd – e.g. displacement,  
 Tidal Energy (Morlais) 
 The Test Rig/Menai Science Park (Bangor University Nuclear Centre of Excellence) 

 
The strike price for tidal energy is key to the continuing development of the tidal race 
energy cluster on Anglesey. 
 
There is the potential for construction of tidal race turbine devices at Holyhead Port 
(Minesto). 
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The EZs are dedicated to problem solving to assist the WG in developing these sites. 
 

4. Discussion and Actions 
 
Cllr Pritchard observed: - 
 
Wylfa 

 The Community Benefits from Wylfa/Horizon are local and should go to Anglesey 
Council 

 Horizon should be bringing all possible construction materials and pre-fabricated 
assemblies in by sea to reduce disruption on the island. 

 
Sian Hope commented that Horizon having a new CEO and moving its HQ to Anglesey will 
help the company understand the needs of the island better. 
 
Growth Deal 

 There must be joint working to deliver the bid. 
 It appears that around £250m- £300m is on the table for the right projects 
 It is essential to involve business and seek private sector leverage from the 

investments made. 
 
Risk Sharing and Government Support 

 Councils are not in a good position to share risk with private sector partners due to a 
lack of capital. Councils are having to finance programmes like C21st Schools and sell 
assets, partly at the behest of the Welsh Government. 

 Consistent government policy wold be a help to private and public sector partners. 
Changes to FITs have undermined Wrexham’s investment in solar power and 
business rates have undermined opportunities for community generation of power. 

 
Cllr Gareth Jones commented: - 

 There is a need to promote the growth of indigenous businesses where wealth is 
more likely to be retained in the region. The fruits of steel, coal and slate production 
were not retained in the region. 

 Conwy will be supporting job creation from the Growth Bid but will also seek 
community benefits and retention of wealth and profits in the region. The principle 
should be one of building organically from the ground up as with adventure tourism. 

 
This sparked a discussion about securing inward investment in the short term to boost jobs 
with a long term objective of retaining wealth in the region (David Jones). For the Growth 
Deal, partners with big pockets are crucial. 
 
Mark Pritchard drew attention to the need to protect jobs already here as in Moneypenny 
who may leave if they cannot expand in Wrexham. Companies don’t care about borders and 
we have to work with them. Improving education and skills will help improve wealth 
retention in the area though higher wages. 
 
Improving infrastructure will help bring companies to the region. 
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Sian Hope commented that it is important to promote indigenous businesses. The NWEAB 
should take opportunities to identify and support local companies that can grow. A one stop 
shop for business would help with that goal. 
 
Big companies moving into the area still have a role to play as they employ locally and 
provide high value digital and engineering supply chain opportunities (e.g. Panasonic in 
Trawsfynydd) 
 
Mark Isherwood AM gave a response to the presentations and discussion: - 
 

 The NWEAB needs to engage more with the community poverty agenda and be 
more explicit in seeking to address the GVA gap 

 
 The NWEAB should engage more closely with social enterprise and community 

transport 
 

 The change of name from the Growth Board to the NWEAB has caused some 
confusion. 

 
 The SMR is a positive development that enabled the EZ to move from managing 

decline at Trawsfynydd to looking to develop the site with future opportunities. 
 

 There will be more delegation to Wales and Farm Support should aim at sustainable 
food production. 

 
Llyr Gruffydd observed that is essential to improve the region’s grid structure, especially in 
the light of future expectations relating to Electric Vehicles. 
 
There was a discussion of modernising agriculture with the Llysfasi Project cited as offering 
an opportunity to do so by experimenting with precision farming, autonomous vehicles and 
clean energy. Environmental protection will be built into farming of the future. 
 
The Anglesey EZ will look at helping to develop the agricultural economy in the future. 
 
Actions 
 
The Business Council Business Monitor will be shared with Assembly Members 
 
The Group will write to: -  

 The NWEAB to emphasise the importance of enabling indigenous and organic growth 
in the region with the aim of retaining wealth in North Wales. 

 The UK and Welsh Governments seeking an announcement of the North Wales 
Growth Deal in the November 2018 budget and clarity over regional footprints for 
agriculture and economic growth. 

 

5. Any Other Business 
There was no other business 


